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AN  ADDRESS,  ®c. 


Friends  and  Fellow-Countrymen , 

'  i 

YOU  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  ready  to 
allow,  that  a  more  awful  and  interefling  cri- 
fis  than  the  prefent,  is  not  to  be  met  with  in 
the  annals  of  Britifh  Hiflory.  The  princi¬ 
ples  and  politicks  efpoufed  by  the,  French 
cannot  but  excite  in  Britons  the  mod  lively 
apprehenfions  for  the  welfare  of  their  coun* 
try.  In  every  place  to  which  their  arms 
have  gained  them  accefs,  their  revolutionary 
tenets  have  been  moft  induftrioufly  diffemi- 
nated  and  inculcated. 
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Like  an  overwhelming  torrent  they  now 
threaten  to  deluge,  and  if  pofftble,  to  anni¬ 
hilate,  whatever  has  hitherto  been  deemed 
effential  to  the  interefts  of  religion,  to  the 
maintenance  of  that  juft  and  neceffary  fub- 
ordination  amongft  the  various  orders  of 

o 

Society,  without  which  no  Government  can 
fecurely  fubfifl ;  and  on  which  alone  private" 
and  domeftic  happinefs  has  ever  been  allow¬ 
ed  to  reft,  as  on  its  fureft  bafts. 

An  anxious  folicitude  to  guard,  my  Fel¬ 
low  Countrymen,  againft  the  progrefs  and 
operation  of  principles  fo  decidedly  adverfe 
to  the  beft  and  deareft  interefts  of  humanity ; 
and  which,  if  not  feafonably  and  ftrenuoufty 
oppofed,  might  otherwife  involve  us,  in  one 
indilcriminate  ruin,  has  been  the  foie  occa- 
fion  of  this  Add  refs. 

As  introduftory  to  the  plan,  which  I  mean 
to  propofe,  I  would  here  obferve,  that  the 
diforganizing  fyftem,  which  French  Repub¬ 
licans  have  purfued  with  unceafing  vigour 
in  their  own  country,  they  are,  at  this  m- 

ftant. 
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fiant,  enforcing  in  others*  with  determined 
inflexibility. 

Their  malignant  views*  with  refpeCt  to 
thefe  Kingdoms,  are  by  no  means  concealed 
from  us ;  they  have  been  fully  expofed  and 
developed,  by  the  difclolure  of  the  inflruc- 
tions  given  by  a  French  General,  to  the 
Commander  of  the  late  expedition  againfl 
Wales.  And  a  fyftem  more  deftruCtive  of 
the  happinefs  of  Society,  could  not  poffibly 
have  been  devifed. 

To  excite  Rebellion,  to  introduce  fcenes 
of  carnage,  horror,  and  difrnay,  were  the 

principal  objects ! 

/ 

Perfons  of  every  defcription,  high  and 
low,  rich  and  poor;  our  Nobility  and  Gen¬ 
try  ;  our  Merchants  and  Manufacturers;  our 
Yeomanry  and  our  Labourers ;  all  were,  by 
a  cruel  policy,  fxudioufly  marked  out  as  vic¬ 
tims  to  the  infatiate  avarice  and  ambition  of 
thefe  lawlefs  invaders.  Neither  perfons  nor 
property  were  to  be  refpeCted.  The  goods 
and  merchandize  or  the  manufacturer  and 
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the  mechanic;  the  provident  {lores  of  the 
hufbandman ;  the.  flocks  and  herds  of  the 
grazier;  were  the  deftined  prey  of  this  ra¬ 
pacious  enemv.  The  peaceful  and  retired 
dwelling  of  the  Cottager,  no  lefs  than  the 
manfion  of  the  Nobleman,  were  alike  to 
have  experienced  the  difmal  effetds  of  con¬ 
flagration  ;  in  fhort,  all  were  to  have  felt 
the  feverity  of  the  blow,  which  was  meant 
to  be  inflicled  by  the  mercilefs  and  blood- 
flamed  hands  of  democratic  Tyrants. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  but  feel  a  generous 
concern  for  the  unhappy  late  of  thole  Coun¬ 
tries,  which  the  French  ufurpers  have,  by 
the  force  of  arms,  after  a  ffaort  and  fruitlefs 
ftruggle,  brought  under  their  dominion,  and 
which  now  fmart  under  the  rod  of  their 
oppreffion!  The  calamities  already  occa- 
fioned  by  the  operation  of  fo  horrid  and 
fanguinary  a  fyflem,  hold  forth  a  mold  im¬ 
portant  leffon  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great- 
Britain.  Inalmofi  every  of  our  Cities  and 
Towns,  melancholy  proofs  of  this  nature, 
prefent  themlelves  to  our  view;  and  whilft 
we  hear  the  kind  and  generous  hofpitality 

of 
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•  > 

of  the  Englifli  Nation,  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  extolled,  by  many  a  poor  fuffer- 
ing  emigrant ;  we  figh  at  the  recollection  of 
their  pad  condition,  and  deprecate  that  fe- 
vere  and  inhuman  policy  which  devoted 
them  to  fo  harfh  a  deftiny.  For  numbers, 
alas!  of  once  happy  and  refpeftable  Fami¬ 
lies,  have  thus  been  cruelly  torn  and  fepa- 
rated  from  their  deareft  connexions :  Num- 

4 

bers  of  deferving  individuals,  have,  from  a 
date  of  affluence,  eafe,  and  content,  been 
thereby  reduced  to  a  morfel  of  bread ! — 
Their  property  confifcated,  they  have  been 
compelled,  by  the  hern  decrees  of  republi¬ 
can  defpots,  to  flee  for  their  lives,  from  their 
native  homes,  to  feek  a  precarious  fubfifi- 
ence  in  a  foreign  land!  Whilfl  others  of 
their  ill-fated  Countrymen,  arrefted  in  their 
flight,  have  been  doomed  to  perifh  under 
the  exterminating  axe  of  the  executioner! 

S' 

If  the  truth  of  this  flatement  is  not  to  be 

/ 

queftioned  ;  what !  let  me  afk,  have  Britons 
to  expeCt,  were  the  enemy  to  fucceed  in 
his  defigns  againff  thefe  Kingdoms  ?  which 
Heaven  forbid! — Can  they  hope  to  experi¬ 
ence 


(  10  ) 

ence  a  milder  and  lefs  cruel  treatment  than 
that  which  has  been  obferved  towards  thofe 
of  his  own  Nation  ?  Certainly  not.  Only 
this  alternative,  therefore,  remains  to  us ; 
We  mull  either  tamely  fubmit  to  the  galling 
yoke  of  Republican  defpotifm,  which  is  now 
threatened  to  be  impofed  upon  us ;  or,  by 
a  firm  and  refolute  refinance,  we  mud  en¬ 
deavour  to  maintain  our  independence  and 
fuperiority,  as  a  people  determined  not  to  be 
enflaved. 

The  degradation  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  fubjugation  of  Ireland,  are  the  avowed 
objects  of  the  French  Direflory. 

/ 

Strong  and  vigorous  means  of  defence, 
muft,  of  neceflity,  now  be  adopted;  and  the 
wifdom  of  Government  was  never  more  ap¬ 
parent  than  in  the  provifions  which  have 
been  already  made  and  propofed,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Country,  in  order  the  more 
effectually  to  defend  it  a  gain  ft  foreign  inva- 
lion.  Our  forces  by  Land  are  numerous  and 
refpectable,  far  beyond  the  eftabliihment  of 
any  former  neriod ;  and  never  has  the  page 

of  * 
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of  hiftory  recorded  victories  fo  brilliant,  as 
thofe  which  have  been  lately  achieved  by 
our  gallant  fleets,  and  which  have,  indis¬ 
putably,  Secured  to  us  the  uncontrouled  do¬ 
minion  of  the  Teas, 

0 

The  impropriety,  however,  of  weaken¬ 
ing  our  military  forces,  by  too  extenfive  a 
diftribution  of  them,  will,  I  take  it  for 
granted,  be  generally  admitted.  By  the  de¬ 
liberate  counfel  of  able  and  experienced  ad- 
vifers,  they  are  now  Rationed  in  thofe  Situa¬ 
tions  of  the  coaft,  which  are  thought  moft 
likely  to  favour  the  views  of  the  enemy, 
and  where  their  operations  will  be  moll  ef¬ 
fectual  and  decifive.  For  the  protection  of 
other  parts  of  the  coalt,  which  are  lefs  ex- 
pofed,  and  more  difficult  of  accefs.  Govern¬ 
ment  is  willing  to  rely  on  the  loyalty  and 
bravery  of  the  inhabitants.  And,  were  we 
to  judge  from  the  illuflrious  Specimens  of 
Britifh  valour  and  intrepidity  which  have 
recently  been  difplayecl  on  the  Wei  ill  coalt, 
little  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  recep¬ 
tion  which  would  be  given  to  the  invaders 
of  our  Country. 

Mutual 
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Mutual  defence,  by  which  I  would  be 
underflood  to  mean  a  defence  again!!  foreign 
enemies,  has  ever  been  efteemed  one  of  the 
firft  and  greatell  concerns  of  fo<  i  ty.  It  is 
my  wifii,  therefore,  at  this  particular  crifis, 
to  folicit  the  attention  of  the  loyal  and  re- 
fpeftable  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Lin¬ 
coln ,  to  this  mofl  important  of  objefls— 
the  National  Defence— and  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  adoption  of  fuch  meafures,  as 
focal  fituation  and  circumfla  ces  feem  prin¬ 
cipally  to  require.  Armed  Affoeiadons,  for 
the  prote&ion  of  our  perfons  and  our  pro¬ 
perty,  formed  under  the  lan6hon  of  the 
Legiflature,  are  what  the  neceflity  of  the 
times  teems  imperioufly  to  demand,  as  effen- 
tial  to  the  general  fecurity,  in  all  the  mari¬ 
time  Counties, 

With  the  utmofl  deference,  then,  I  would  * 
propofe,  that  Meetings  be  immediately  con¬ 
vened  in  each  Parifti  throughout  the  County, 
and  books  of  enrolment  there  opened ;  in 
order  that  every  man  who  is  zeaSoufly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Confiitution  of  his  Country, 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  fubfcnbing 

his 
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his  name,  as  expreffive  of  his  readinefs  to 
a6t  in  its  defe  nce,  whenever  the  Publick  (hall 
require  his  fervices.  And  where  age,  in¬ 
firmity,  profeffion,  or  fex,  render  perfonal 
fervice  impracticable ;  this  may,  in  a  certain 
degree  be  (upplied,  by  a  hearty  concunence 
in  the  fubfidies  latelv  voted  by  Parliament; 
and  (fhould  chcumfiances  permit)  by  a 
liberal  c  ntributnn  fo**  the  profecution  of 
the  war;  the  juihee  and  neceflity  of  which 
cannot  well  be  controverted. 

The  numbers  thus  enrolled,  might  eafilv 
be  formed  into  feparate  bodies,  according 
to  their  refpeftive  difirifls  :  and  then  placed 
under  the  direftion  ot  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Deputy  Lieutenants  of  the  Countv,  or 
fuch  officers  as  they  may  think  it  eligible  to 
appoint*. 

\ 

Of  whatfoever  nature  or  defeription  the 
arms  may  be,  which  are  made  ule  of  on 


*  The  reader  is  deGred  to  take  notice,  that  this  Addrefs  was 
written  previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  defence  and  fecuricy 
of  the  Kingdom, 
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this  great  and  prefling  occaflon ;  feme 
knowledge  of  the  military  exercife  will  be 
abfolutely  neceffary;  for  the  attainment  of 
which,  certain  ftated  periods  mull  be  deter¬ 
mined  upon.  And  the  appropriation  of  a 
few  hours,  in  each  week,  for  the  purpofe  of 
being  trained  and  difeiphned,  cannot  be 
thought  too  much,  by  thofe  who  are  anx¬ 
ious  to  render  an  important  fervice  to  their 
Country. 

A  regular  conduft  and  a  Ready  difcipline, 
afford  the  lure  it  profpe£l  of  fuccefs  in  all 
military  operations'  It  is  not  with  raw,  un¬ 
disciplined  troops,  that  we  may,  probably, 
have  to  encounter,  but  with  veterans  in  the 
art  and  exercife  of  war.  For,  fhould  the 
threatened  invafion  of  this  Country  b  feri- 
oufly  attempted;  the  French,  we  may  reft 
affured,  will  pour  in  upon  us  the  moil  hardy 
and  valiant  of  their  foldiers.  Will,  it  be 
faid,  then,  that  a  body  of  men,  however 
numerous,  collected  on  a  fudden  from  vari¬ 
ous  quarters,  unfkilled  in  the  ufe  of  arms, 
and  unable  to  perform  thofe  evolutions, 
which,  under  the  direction  of  a  gallant  and 

experienced 
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experienced  commander,  might  lead  them 
on  to  conqueft  and  to  glory  ;  will  it  be  faid 
that  men  of  this  delcription  would  be  able 
to  make  a  fuccefsful  hand  againfl  the  ene¬ 
my  ?  Certainly  not !  for  though  fuperior  in 
numbers,  and  not  inferior  in  bravery,  yet 
we  fhould  unfortunately  find,  that  this  fu- 
periority  would  by  no  means  avail  without 
order  and  difeipline. 

Without  difeipline,  valour  cannot  well  be 
direfted  to  its  proper  end.  Arms  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  are  untrained  to  the  ule 
of  them,  tend  only  to  create  confufion,  and 
might  ultimately  be  produftive  of  the  worfl 
of  confequences.  It  has  been  juftly  ob- 
ferved  by  a  very  celebrated  writer,  “  that 
no  numbers  of  men,  tho’  naturally  valiant, 
are  able  to  defend  themlelves,  unlefs  they  be 
well  armed ,  difeipline d ,  and  conduced.— 
Their  multitude  brings  confufion ;  their 
wealth ,  when  it  is  likely  to  be  made  a  prey, 
increafes  the  fears  of  the  owners  ;  and  they, 
who,  if  they  were  brought  into  good  order, 
might  conquer  a  great  part  of  the  world, 

being 
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(  is  ;  , 

being  deftitute  of  it,  dare  not  think  of  de¬ 
fending  themfelves*.59 

Circumflanced  as  the  Nation  now  is,  the 
foregoing  obfervations  deferve  a  very  parti¬ 
cular  attention.  And  as  Government  has 
ex prelled  a  readinefs,  not  only  to  furnilh 
anus,  but  alfo  to  provide  for  our  inftruftion 
in  the  me  of  them;  the  opportunity  will 
not,  I  trull,  be  neglefted ;  but,  roufed  by 
the  calls  of  his  Country,  every  friend  to  the 
Britifh  Conllitution,  will  avail  himfelf  there- 

i 

of,  and  having  acquired  a  competent  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  military  exercife#  he  will  then 
be  ready  to  aft  with  vigour  and  effeft,  againft 
the  enemies  of  our  peace,  and  of  all  that 
has  hitherto  been  held  dear  and  valuable  to 
us,  as  a  people. 

If  it  be  the  general,  with  (and  it  furely 
cannot  be  otherwile)  that  our  fleets  fhould 
be  prefer ved  from  deftruftion,  our  com¬ 
merce  from  annihilation,  and  our  property 
from  pillage;  in  fhort,  that  Great-Britain 

*  Vid.  Sydney  on  Government. 
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(hould  ftill  maintain  the  high  rank  and  con- 
fequence  which  (he  has  yet  held  amongft 
the  Nations  of  Europe;  what  is  more  likely 
to  aceomplifh  thefe  important  objefls,  than 
a  hearty  adoption  of  the  meafure  now  pro* 
pofed  ? 

Firmnefs  and  unanimity  were  never  more 
defirable  than  at  the  prefent  crifis.  On  our 
unanimity  refls  our  ftcurify .  A  people  firm 
in  their  determination  to  fupport  the  Go¬ 
vernment  under  which  they  live,  cannot  be 

✓  * 

conquered;  they  are  invincible. 

To  recite  the  moiives  to  fuch  a  conduft, 
were,  indeed,  almoft  fuperfluous.  If  we  di¬ 
rect  our  views  to  Switzerland,  we  (hall 
th  ere  behold  a  brave,  generous,  and  virtu¬ 
ous  People  beguiled,  by  French  perfidy  and 
French  politicks,  to  their  defiruftion.  Had 
they  been  really  aware  of  their  danger,  it 
might,  in  all  probability,  have  been  avert¬ 
ed.  An  awful  warning  this  to  Britons  not 
to  negleft  the  means  of  defence ;  but  to  be 
always  in  a  ftate  of  aftual  preparation  ;  left, 

B  lulled 
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lulled  into  a  carelefs  fecurity,  an  undue  ad¬ 
vantage  be  given  to  the  enemy. 

The  love  of  our  Country,  has  ever  been 
reprefented  as  one  of  the  noblefl  paffions, 
of  which  the  human  mind  is  fufceptible ;  it 
comprehends  all  the  generous  and  focial  af~ 
feftions,  and  animates  to  the  performance 
of  ore  at  and  heroic  aftions. 

o 

When  his  Country  is  in  danger,  the  real 
patriot  will  not  fail  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  by 
his  zeal  in  its  defence;  all  fordid  and  felfifh 
views  are  immediately  laid  afide,  and  he  is 
ready  to  facnfice  whatever  is  mofl  dear  to 
him  in  private  life,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  public  weal.  In  this  manner,  does  he 
demonftrate  his  attachment  to  the  Country 
which  gave  him  birth  ;  to  the  Conilitution 
which  had  fhielded  and  protested  his  pa¬ 
rents,  whii  11  they,  with  a  tender  folicitude, 
watched  over  the  years  of  his  infancy  and 
youth  ;  and  which,  {fill  effedlually  fecures  his 
property  from  outrage,  and  his  perfon  from 
violence.  And,  fhould  he  glorioufly  fall  in 

defence 
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defence  of  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  his 
Country,  he  falls  univerfally  lamented  and 
revered ;  his  name  will  be  recorded  with  ho¬ 
nour,  and  his  memory  refpefted  by  the  latefl 
poflerity. 

Such  is  the  duty,  which  every  man  owes 
to  his  Country.  The  prefling  exigency  of 
the  times  folicits  an  honourable  di (charge  of 

Q 

this  duty.  Englifhmen  will,  therefore,  con- 
fider  themfelves,  as  efpecially  bound  at  this 
momentous  crifis,  not  only  by  their  allegi¬ 
ance  to  their  Sovereign,  but  alfo  by  the  love 
of  their  Country,  to  make  a  tender  of  their 
fervices  to  the  Publick;  and  thus  will  they 
fulfil  the  duties  of  loyal  and  patriotic  fub- 
jefts. 

At  the  prefent  eventful  period,  it  will  not, 
furely,  hereafter  be  faid,  that  Britons  gave 
way  to  defpondency  and  defpair ;  or,  that 
they  differed  themfelves  to  be  overcome  by 
groundlefs  apprehenfions  and  fears!  Let 
them  confult  the  pages  of  hiftory,  and  they 
will  there  find  that  fuch  was  not  wont  to  be 

B  2  the 
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the  conduct  of  their  brave  and  loyal  ances¬ 
tors,  whole  generous  ardour  would  never 
permit  any  inlult  offered  to  the  Crown,  or 
to  the  Laws  and  Liberties  of  the  Nation,  to 
remain  long  unrefented  and  unpunished.— 
The  love  ol  their  King  and  Country  was 
predominant  on  all  great  and  trying  occa- 
fions. 

A6luated  by  (imilar  motives,  their  defcend- 
ants  need  not,  I  am  perluaded,  now  to  be 
reminded  of  their  duty.  For,  with  an  ho- 
'  ne  11  exultation  muff  every  real  friend  to  his 
Country,  behold  that  fpirit  of  loyalty  and 
patriotifm,  which  has  been  difplayed  by  the 
members  ol  thofe  truly  refpetffable  Military 
Affociations,  which  have  already  been  form¬ 
ed  in  various  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  They 
evince  a  firm  and  determined  zeal  in  deb  nee 
of  the  common  caufe,  and  cannot  fail  of 
operating  as  a  powerful  incentive  to  others, 
who  may  not,  as  yet,  have  aflbeiated  with 
them. 
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And  here,  I  fliould  greatly  fail,  not  only 
in  refpeft,  but  in  gratitude,  to  thofe  worthy 
and  difinterefted  individuals  who  compofe 
the  Affociations  which  are,  at  this  time, 
formed  within  the  County  of  Lincoln ,  were 
I  to  pafs  over  in  filence  the  high  fenfe  I  enter¬ 
tain,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  my  Fellow 
Countrymen,  of  the  meritorious  fervices 
which  they  have  rendered  to  the  Publick. 

The  unanimity  and  alacrity,  with  which 
they  lately  declared  their  refolution  to  facri- 
fice  all  perfonal  and  private  views,  and  to 
march,  on  the  fhorteft  notice,  (hould  necef- 
fity  require  it,  againft  the  common  enemy, 
entitle  them  to  a  raoft  diftingmifhed  rank 

o 

amongft  the  defenders  of  their  Country. 

The  Lincolnshire  Yeomanry,  by  not 
fhrinking  from  their  duty  in  the  moment  of 
difficulty  and  danger,  have  conduced  them- 
(elves  in  a  manner  which  would  have  done 
credit  to  ancient  times ;  they  have  fhed  the 
brighteft  luftre  on  the  National  charafter; 
and  have  inconteftably  proved  to  the  world, 
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that  they  have,  by  no  means,  degenerated 
from  the  brave,  the  loyal,  and  intrepid  fpirit 
of  their  anceflors.  When  the  people  be¬ 
come  thus  firm  and  united  at  home,  we  have 
little  or  nothing  to  dread  from  any  combina¬ 
tion  of  our  enemies  abroad. 

As  Britifh  fubjefts,  we  have  great  reafon 
to  congratulate  ourieives  on  the  bleffings  we 
enjoy,  under  the  mild  and  beneficent  reign 
of  a  Prince,  whofe  foie  aim  has  been  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  profperity  of  his  People.  With  a 
generous  confidence,  which  every  one  muff 
admire  and  revere,  this  Gracious  Sovereign 
has  now,  as  it,  were,  committed  himfelt  to 
the  protection  of  his  loyai  and  faithful  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  the  fervice  which  we  are  now  called 
upon  io  perform,  may  jullly  be  conftdered  as 
a  grateful  homage  from  the  governed  to  the 
Governor,  for  the  kind  and  paternal  foltci- 
tude,  which  he  has  ever  exp  re  [fed  for  their 
welfare. 

As  members  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  we 
have,  moreover,  a  great  and  important  inte- 
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reft  at  Hake.  Our  Religion,  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  our  Liberty,  and  our  Laws,  have  flood 
the  teft  of  well-tried  experience,  and,  as 
yet,  (land  unrivalled  for  the  excellency  and 
purity  of  the  principles  on  which  they  are 
founded.  And  on  their  Permanency 

RESTS  OUR  HAPPINESS  AS  A  PEOPLE.  It 
was  for  the  eftablifhment  and  prefervation  of 
thefe,  that  our  Forefathers  maintained  a  long 
and  glorious  ftruggle  ;  and  their  Pofterity, 
animated  by  the  bright  example,  will  mani- 
fefl,  no  doubt,  what  may  ff ill  be  done  in 
fupport  of  them,  when  the  ftrength  and  en¬ 
ergy  of  the  Nation  fhall  be  difplayed  in  their 
full  force. 

There  is  not,  I  may  fafely  affirm,  a  fingle 
inhabitant  of  this  great  and  flourifhing  Ifland, 
who  is  not  effentially  interefted  in  the  per* 
manencv  of  the  Btitifh  Conftitution — a  Con- 
ftitution,  whole  laws  admmiftcr  juftice  with 
an  impartial  (way;  and  which  affords  equal 
protedlion  to  the  rich  and  poor,  providing, 
at  the  fame  time,  for  the  latter  in  a  manner 
the  molt  liberal  and  unprecedented.  Such  a 
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fyflem  of  benevolence,  as  that  which  is  ex¬ 
hibited  in  our  laws  refpefting  the  Poor,  is 
altogether  unknown  to  other  Nations.  No 
Country  whatever,  has  yet  been  difcovered, 
where  the  poor  are  fo  comfortably  fecured 
from  the  miferies  attendant  on  penury  and 
difeafe,  in  every  ft  age  and  circumftance  of 
life.  I  am  confident  that  I  fpeak  within 
bounds,  when  I  fay  that  near  three  mil¬ 
lions  Sterling,  are  annually  appropriated 
to  the  fervice  of  the  Poor!  A  fum  truly 
immenfe !  of  which,  they  to  whofe  relief  it 
is  applied,  can  have  no  adequate  concep¬ 
tion. 

Will  then,  the  patient  labourer,  the  fober 
media  nick,  the  indullrious  artificer,  wil¬ 
lingly  forego  the  privileges  and  comforts, 
which  it  is  their  peculiar  happinefs,  under 
the  exifting  order  of  things,  fo  abundantly 
to  enjoy  ?  Will  they  tamely  furrender  thefe 
to  a  cruel  and  rapacious  enemy?  Surely 
not.  Impelled  by  a  grateful  attachment,  to 
that  Government  which  has  hitherto  ohe- 
rifhed,  proteQed,  and  fecured  them  and 
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their  families  from  want;  they  will  now 
heartily  unite  with  their  fellow  Countrymen, 
to  repel  the  foe  to  their  common  intereRs, 
fhould  he  dare  to  land  on  Britifh  ground. 


For  any  man  to  withhold  from  his  Country 
that  alfiRance  of  which  he  is  capable,  when 
the  exigency  of  the  times  requires  it,  would 
be  to  aft  a  very  inglorious,  not  to  fay  a  cri¬ 
minal  part.  Whilft  he,  who  manifeRs  his 
zeal  for  the  national  honour  and  defence, 
will  be  entitled  to  the  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ments  of  his  King  and  Country ;  he  and 
his  brave  com  patriots  in  arms  will  receive, 
amidR  the  applaufe  and  congratulations  of 
their  Countrymen,  that  juR  and  honourable 
remuneration,  which  their  publick  fervices 
have  fo  highly  merited. 

And  honourable,  indeed,  will  it  be  to  the 
name  of  Britons,  to  have  it  recorded  in 
hiRory,  for  the  inRruftion  and  encourage¬ 
ment  of  after-ages ;  that  in  the  prefent  ar¬ 
duous  conflift,  Great  Britain  was  indebted 
for  her  fecurity  and  her  conquefls,  to  the 
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native  energy  and  valour  of  her  loyal  and 
free-born  ions ! 

Before  I  conclude  this  addrcfs,  which, 
with  the  utmoft  fincerity,  I  have  now  made 
to  my  Neighbours  and  Countrymen  ;  i  can¬ 
not  but  remind  them,  of  the  hoftihties 
which  have  been  commenced  bv  the  enemy, 
with  great  art  and  peneverance,  againft  Re¬ 
ligion.  Of  the  i oh dious  artifices,  which 
have  been  praftifed  in  this  Country,  by  his 
abettors  in  the  caufe  of  infidelity,  to  under¬ 
mine  the  foundation  of  our  faith,  we  ought 
efpecially  to  beware;  left  we  alfo  be  [polled 
through  phitojophy  and  vain  deceit 

By  the  induftrioes  circulation  of  hlaf- 
phemous  and  feditious  writings,  they  feek 
to  accompliftr  the  dire  purpofe  they  have 
in  view.  They  inftigate  bad  men  to  the 
commiffion  of  the  world  of  crimes,  by  ex¬ 
onerating  them  from  the  dread  of  future 
punilhment;  and  they  difcourage  good  men 

*  Coioff,  ii.  8. 
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from  the  pra&ice  of  whatever  is  commend¬ 
able  and  praife-worthy,  by  wrefting  from 
them  the  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality. 

On  the  fuccefsful  iflue  of  this  nefarious 
warfare  they  principally  rely.  Such  was  the 
method,  which  they  purfued  in  their  own 
Country;  and  it  is  thus,  by  attempting  to 
weaken  the  moral  and  religious  principle  in 
the  lower  orders  of  the  Community,  that 
they  hope  to  prepare  die  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  Land,  to  bear  a  part  with 
them,  in  fcenes  of  turbulence,  bloodfhed, 
and  ruin,  fimilar  to  thole  which  have  been 
aded  upon  the  Continent. 

But  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Britifh  Nation, 
is  not,  I  truft,  thus  to  he  impofed  upon. 
Religion  yet  retains  its  influence  amongft 
us;  and  hill  do  the  people  hflen,  with  com¬ 
placency,  to  the  voice  of  Infpiration  which 
admonifhes  them  in  the  following  words, — 
“  Fear  God  — Honour  the  King.”— 
They  know  full  well,  that  he  who /ea?s  God, 
will  cautioully  abflain  from  any  ads  of  cru- 
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city  or  injuftice  towards  his  neighbour;  and 
that  he  who  honours  the  king ,  will  make 
it  his  ftudy  to  obey  him  and  all  that  are  put 
in  authority  under  him ,  by  a  dutiful  fub- 
miffion  to  the  laws  of  his  Country.  Thefe 
precepts,  therefore,  whilft  they  are  confci- 
entioufly  adhered  to,  will,  we  may  hope, 
ftill  preferve  us  in  a  conftant  and  honour- 
able  difcharge  of  our  duty,  to  both  God 
and  Mam 

i  /  * 

A  contempt  of  Religion  is  the  certain 
forerunner  of  national  calamity  and  diftrefs. 
The  truth  of  this  polition  has  never  been 
more  fully  or  more  awfully  exemplified  than 
by  the  late  proceedings  in  France,  over 
which  I  could  wifh  to  throw  a  veil.  Reli¬ 
gion  is  the  grand  chain  which  holds  toge¬ 
ther  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men  in  the 
mutual  bands  of  amity  and  friendfhip. 
Without  it  no  Government  can  long  fubfift. 
And  may  perpetual  infamy  reft  on  that  man 
who  wantonly  and  feditioufly  aims  at  its 
fubverfion. 
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Thofe  men,  however,  who  by  a  ftrange 
perverfion  of  their  talents,  employ  them  in 
throwing  ridicule  and  contempt  upon  the 
Sacred  Writings,  may  themfelves  be  con- 
fidered  as  living  monuments  of  the  great 
and  folemn  truths  which  are  there  revealed. 

Upwards  of  feventeen  hundred  years  have 
now  elapfed,  fince  it  was  exprefsly  foretold, 
that  there  fhould  come  in  the  laft  days ,  [cof¬ 
fers  walking  after  their  own  lujls who 
fhould  moreover  defpife  Government ,  and  not 
be  afraid  to  [peak  evil  of  Dignities f.  We, 
then,  have  the  lure  word  of  prophecy  on 
which  to  depend,  for  the  confirmation  of 
our  faith  J;  and  the  fincere  believer  is,  in 
confequence,  fully  confident,  that  neither 
the  deepefl  fophiffry,  the  keenefl  ridicule, 
nor  the  fouleft  blafphemy,  can,  in  the  leaf!, 
affe6t  the  truth  and  (lability  of  his  holy  Re- 

*  2  Pet.  iii.  3.  +  ii.  10. 

+  The  various  Prophecies  which  are  now  fulfiling  in  the  World, 
afford  ftriking  and  irrefragable  proofs  of  the  Truth  and  Divinity  of 
the  Scriptures. 

-  ,  ligion. 
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Jigion.  No  vile  feaucing  arts  of  Man's  in¬ 
vention;  no  civil  commotions,  how  great 
or  violent  foever  they  may  be ;  not  even 
the  convulfion  of  the  mightieft  Empires, 
can  fhake  the  foundation  of  the  Chriftian 
Faith.  It  refls  upon  the  Rock  of  ages; 
and  44  firm  as  a  Rock  its  truth  (hall  (land/3 
wlr  n  all  the  violent  adlors  on  this  conten¬ 
tious  fcene,  fhall  have  funk  into  the  oblivion 
of  the  grave,  and  the  memorial  of  them 
fhall  have  utterly  perifhed.  Yes!  the  Re¬ 
ligion  of  Jefus,  will  continue  to  adminifler 

/ 

ccnlolation  to  the  living,  and  hope  to  the 
dying,  until  that  awful  period  fhall  arrive, 
when  Death  (hall  he  fw  allowed  up  in  vk> 
lory;  and  all  the  Kingdoms  of  this  World, 
with  the  fafhion  of  them,  fhall  have  paffed 
away,  and  their  place  be  no  more  feen. 

In  the  glorious  change,  which  fhall  then 
take  place  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Divine 
juiiice,  the  humble  and  pious  expedlant 
fhall  bear  a  joyful  part— -his  reward  is  fore 
—he  fhall  abide  for  ever  in  the  City  of  the 
Living  God. 


Our 


Our  fureff  defence,  therefore,  our  firmeft 
fupport  in  the  dav  of  trial  and  adverfity,  we 
fhall  find  to  he  derived  from  the  confolatory 
aids,  which  flow  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
having  well-difcharged  our  duty  to  God  and 
to  our  Country — To  God,  by  a  faithful  oh- 
fervance  of  the  precepts  of  Religion— To 
our  Country,  by  fhewing  a  juft  and  grateful 
refpe6t  for  its  laws  and  inffitutions.  And 
then,  relying  on  the  juffice  of  our  caufe ; 
we  have  every  reafon  to  hope,  that  under 
the  Divine  favour  and  proteflion,  our  loyal 
and  patriotic  exertions,  in  defence  of  our 
King,  our  Country,  our  Religion,  and  our 
Laws,  will  finally  be  crowned  with  fuccefs ; 
will  fecure  to  us  a  lafiing  and  honourable 
peace,  and  caule  us  to  be  diftinguifhed  to 
remoteft  ages,  as  a  brave,  virtuous,  and 
happy  People ! 


FINIS. 


